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Dear Sir or Madam; 

Allied Transportation Company is an  operator of US flagged Coastwise 
tugs and barges, Our primary trade i s  in Domestic routes w i t h i n  t h e  
Exclusive Economic Zone ( E E Z ) ,  g e n e r a l l y  involving transits between two 
Captain of t h e  Port zones. Most of our t u g s ,  and some of our barges are 
fitted with d e s i g n a t e d  b a l l a s t  tanks, and as such w i l l  fall under the 
requirements of the proposed r u l e s .  We appreciate t h e  opportunity to 
comment on the proposed r u l e s .  

First, we strongly endorse the cmments to E ~ Q  docket submitted by the 
American Waterways operators. W e  have worked closely w i t h  the Anrsrican 
Waterways Operators to asaist in developing our trade association’s 
response to these proposed rules. The American waterways Operators 
co-nta were developed with a great deal of inpat from many se-nts of 
the U.S. tug and barge industry, and w e  requast that their comcsents be 
considered. 

Additionally, our f u r t h e r  concerns to t he  proposed B a l l a s t  Water 
Management regulations f a l l  mainly i n  the fo l lowing  areas. 

ADplicabilitv to All VeszFl s with B a l  l a s t  

The proposed B a l l a s t  Management rules apply to a l l  vessels w i t h  ba l las t  
tanks, with no minimum level of t a n k  capacity. Many tugs and barges are 
f i t t e d  with b a l l a s t  t a n k s  w i t h  very small volumes. In some cases less 
than 5000 gallons. Much of a tug’s b a l l a s t i n g  and de-ballasting i s  
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directly related to the use and internal transfer of fuel o i l .  Ballast 
must be discharged or added frequently to compensate for the changes in 
vessel trim and s t a b i l i t y  caused by fuel burning. 
transfers involve very small quantities of: ballast water. To require 
the development and implementation of B a l l a s t  Water Management plans for 
vessels with small amounts 02 b a l l a s t  capability will be burdensome. 

Many of these 

. A minimum ballast water transfer quantity and/or capacity should 
be established. Ballast water management or reporting should hot 
be requi red  below these amounts. 

A r m l i c a b i l i t v  - ko all voyaqes outside the F.RZ 

During some domestic voyages, vessels transiting between two U.S. ports 
will sail outside the EEZ, while not conducting any ballast operations 
o u t s i d e  U . S .  waters. A s  an example a vessel that conducts cargo and/or 
b a l l a s t  operations in Houston, may leave the EEZ in the Gulf of Mexico 
while in transit, and conduct further ballast operations in their 
destination domestic p o r t .  No "foreign" b a l l a s t  i s  transferred. 

0 Vessels on Domestic voyages t h a t  do n o t  conduct b a l l a s t  operations 
outside the EEZ should be exempt f r o m  the requirements. 

Underwav ballast ewchanae c m e r a t i o u  

We f ee l  it is generally unsafe fLo conduct rou t ine ,  non-emergency 
ballasting/de-ballasting operations on a barge at sea. Many of the 
Articulated Tug Barge (ATB) units require t h a t  the relative draft and 
t r i m  betMeen the push tug and barge be maintained when underway. On 
many of our voyages, conducting ballast water exchange when underway 
w i l l  result in extreme changes in l i s t ,  trim and draft. Because of the 
i n a b i l i t y  to safely treat o r  exchange ballast water when underway, many 
Coastwise barges w i l l  be unable to comply w i t h  the management practices 
detailed in 151.2035 (b) (1-4). 

R e p o r u n q  Procedures  

The reporting process appears to be geared toward oceangoing deep draft 
vessels, on single port to single part voyages. A voyage for a tug and 
barge on a Coastwise voyage may involve multiple stops in different COTP 
zones - 
Many vessels do not have r e l i a b l e  means of sending in a formatted 
r epor t .  As an example, while most of our vessels have E-mail 
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capability, they 
I n t e r n e t  . Fax 
c e l l u l a r  r a n g e ,  

' d o n ' t  have a means to send attachments, or work on the 
reports from a vessel offshore, and on the  f r i n g e s  of 
are v e r y  unre l iab le .  

0 Vessels on voyages outside the EEZ t ha t  do n o t  perform any 
ballasting opera t ions  outside the  EEZ should not have to r epor t .  

. Vessels on Coastwise voyages should be allowed to submit a multi- 
voyage report 

Thank you f o r  allowing these comments. 

Yours t r u l y ,  

ALLZED TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 

David P.  O w e n s  
Manager, Barge Opera t ions  
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